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Choices
- Jerry Durston

ALBERTA
Choices are something that we are all faced with every day. It would
seem that in our society today there is a belief that it does not matter
what choices we make but rather that we have the freedom to choose.
There is an element of truth to this statement in that we do have the
freedom to choose, but what we often forget is that we do not have the
freedom to choose the consequences of our choices. As I have thought
about this, I reflect on the importance of parents in our lives in helping
us to make the right choices along life’s journey. That has been true for
the influence my parents had in my life as well as the influence we have
had as parents in our children’s lives.

One of the decisions my parents made was to encourage me to enroll
in the Mailbox Club. I remember at a very early age doing my Mailbox
Club lessons on the steps of our home in Regina. I continued to do
these lessons for many years and received countless lessons and probably
over 50 free Christian books. The impact these lessons had in my life
was huge as they taught me truth from God’s Word! I still remember
one of the books I received was called, ‘Christians You Should Know’. In
this book I was introduced to modern day heroes of the faith like Fanny
Crosby. As the years went by our children also enrolled in the Mailbox
Club which developed into the UB David + I’ll B Jonathan program,
founded by my father.
As the ministry of UB David + I’ll B Jonathan grew so did the new
opportunities. These very same lessons are now available on the internet
in English, Spanish, French, and now Chinese. Who would have ever
dreamed? There are still thousands of lessons that come into our offices
every year through the mail and many others done every day over the
Internet.

I am amazed how often parents and grandparents are contacting us to
see if it is possible for their children or grandchildren to receive lessons
in the mail just like they did as a child. I am now a grandpa and our
children are now encouraging their children to enroll in the UB David +
I’ll B Jonathan program and do the very same lessons that their grandpa
did some 50 years ago.

Because
His compassions fail not.
They are new every morning;
Great is Your faithfulness.
“The LORD is my portion,”
says my soul,
“Therefore I hope in Him!”
The LORD is good to those
who wait for Him.
To the soul who seeks Him.
It is good that one should hope
and wait quietly
For the salvation of the LORD.
Lamentations 3:22-26
Praise God from whom
all blessings flow.
Here in the Alberta office of D&J we
are truly blessed. Over the past year we
have sent out more than 3000 pieces of
mail to our students and their families.
Many included awards and books as
well as the new lessons for each student.
It is such an encouragement to know
the Word of God is being studied in
homes and lives are being impacted for
Jesus Christ.
Over this next year we would like to
increase our pieces of mail but need
help. God has been faithful to supply
our needs through His people both
in hands-on help and in the finances.
Our volunteer base is declining and we
need your help to fill in the gaps.
...cont. on p. 2

REACHING THE WORLD THROUGH THE INTERNET

NEWS cont...
If you would like to join us in a
ministry of discipleship in the Word
of God to children, youth and adults,
contact our Calgary office. We would
love to hear from you. Just as in our
need of physical help we are also in
need of financial help. Pray with us as
we walk by faith in the coming days.

TIBBERTS/FLORIDA
Every day approximately 4,000 children, youth and adults come to our
websites and view an average of 8,000 pages. They come from about 200
countries and read our lessons in four different languages. Most of our
lessons (631) are in English, of course, but there are 183 in Spanish, 137 in
French and 121 in Chinese (Simplified).

Our online lessons are visually attractive with well over 16,000 graphics
to amplify and illustrate the biblical truths in the texts. Some lessons have
an accompanying audio for young children. And 128 lessons are in mp4
audio-visual format.

As you can see from the testimonies included in each issue of HeartBeat,
students of all ages are being blessed as God speaks to them through these
courses. Some are finding God for the first time. Others are growing
stronger in their faith and walk with Him. And many are sharing the
lessons in their homes, neighborhoods, Sunday Schools and churches.
The Lord continues to amaze us with what He is doing through this online
outreach. Praise His great name!
(You can find a few hundred testimonies on our website here:
http://ubdavid.org/program/testimonials.html.)

Being An Area Secretary for David & Jonathan
For me, being an Area Secretary means having a chance to enrich
children’s lives through David and Jonathan lessons, and being
encouraged to see how they grow in faith by studying God’s Word.

If you like detailed work and enjoy seeing students learn and grow
stronger in their faith with God, then being an Area Secretary is a
very fulfilling volunteer assignment that will enhance your own faith
by sharing His Word to others.

Here at the D&J Alberta office, we offer full training and support to
become an Area Secretary. I started back in 2000 and still thoroughly
enjoy the task of being one.
- Darlene Maynard

We are excited to be able to tell you
that we have been able to bring the
online part of the D&J ministry
with us as we moved from Texas to
Florida. We receive lessons from all
ages in English from the USA, and
Spanish from different countries
around the world. Lessons are graded
automatically by our online system
but we write encouragement notes to
students and answer their questions
and comments. What a privilege it is
to be able to minister in this way!

TEXAS

The U.S. ministry is going strong,
with the office in El Paso, Texas being
directed by Debbie Acuna, and the
online lessons being handled by John
and Marion Tibberts in Florida. We
are providing paper lessons in Spanish
for all ages at a church that is just
getting started in west El Paso. We
continue to provide lessons to children,
teens and adults throughout the
United States. Some are homeschooled
children. Others are prisoners. We are
blessed to provide lessons to people
in all walks of life and in all stages of
their Christian walk. One lady wrote,

Our Mission

“developing young people
after God’s own heart”

“My faith is wavering a bit. I’m so glad
I have these Bible studies to hold me
accountable.”
May God bless those of you who are
reading this who are praying and
giving to this ministry. Your prayers
and gifts enable us to spread the gospel
and encourage believers through UB
David + I’ll B Jonathan.

TESTIMONIES
“Thank you for the lessons. Each day
I am growing more in Jesus.” (young
person doing Spanish lessons in
Venezuela)
“These lessons are really meaningful for
me especially in this time when I really
need to see my level of consecration to
God increased.” (Congolese man living
in Zambia)
“My family and I have just discovered
this course [website] and we love it!
Thank you so much for making it
available. It’s such a blessing!” (family
in Scotland)
“I have been searching for something
that is straight to the heart for youth that
will grow them in Christ. I’ve studied
topics God has given me but could find
no powerful, to the point helps. Yours
is, and am thrilled to find it.” (youth
ministry leader in Texas)
“Your lessons will help us grow in faith
and train our members. Thank you.”
(pastor in Togo)
“Your lessons changed my faith so I
want to share this with my brothers and
sisters.” (woman in Belgium)

Our Vision
“to see Jesus seated on
the throne of every ‘David’
and ruling over all the
aspects of their life.”

INTERNET --> PRINT
As we have noted before, many
of our website visitors find the
lessons so helpful that they want
to share them in printed form
with others who don’t have
Internet access. We do have
quite a few courses, especially for
children and teens, in printable
PDF format which we can make
available to these enquirers. Since
September, we have provided 148
courses (hundreds of lessons) to
youth workers, Sunday School
teachers and pastors in Tanzania,
India, Nigeria, Korea, USA,
South Africa, the Philippines,
Kenya, Argentina, Ivory Coast,
Ghana and Brazil. One of them
uses the lessons with children in
Nairobi slums. Another pastor
makes use of them in a refugee
camp in Africa.

More Testimonies from the Website Ministry
“I would like to encourage you for the work you do on this site. This has
greatly edified me personally in my conversion and your articles and
illustrations help me daily to teach my daughter and the children around
me.” (a mother using our French lessons)
“I must mention that each and every given lesson is full of God’s love and
I feel very blessed every time when I read them. The way you guys have
prepared those lessons is brilliant... It has never been so easier to learn the
word of God.” (lady in Pakistan)
“My son and I are really enjoying soaking in God’s word together and
studying. We really appreciate the site.” (mother and son in Australia)

“I found about your youth and kids world through internet while I am
searching Bible lessons for teenagers. I found lots of very important and
impressive lessons on your website. Thank you so much for all these and the
ministry you are doing.” (youth worker in Nepal)
“These materials when printed will be a great blessing to the work here in
our country... May God bless your ministry to save lives for the Kingdom of
God.” (pastor in the Solomon Islands to whom we sent 12 courses for
600+ churches to use in their Sunday Schools)

Our Method
Jonathans building up Davids
“And it came to pass, when he
had made an end of speaking
with Saul, that the soul of
Jonathan was knit with the
soul of David, and Jonathan
loved him as his own soul.”
(I Samuel 18:1)

How did you get started in
the D&J program?
My sister referred me. (age 6)
My mom heard about the program and got
me started. (age 10)
My friends told me about it and I thought
it would be interesting. (adult)
The camp I attended. (age 13)
My aunt and uncle introduced the program
to me. (age 9)
My dad found UBDavid on the web.
(age 13)

PRAYER & PRAISE
* Praise for the over 3000 lessons
that were returned, marked and new
lessons sent out.
* Praise for the hunger we see for the
Word of God in the lives of some of
our students.
* Pray for more volunteer staff in the
Calgary office
* Continue to pray for God’s protecting
hand on the technical aspects of our
global Internet outreach
* Thank you to Rosalie Wiebe who
retired from 21 years of volunteering
here at D& J Calgary. You will be
missed.

Some of our volunteers here at David
& Jonathan (AB/BC office) went
home to be with their Lord and
Savior this year. They are missed but
we rejoice they are home.
* Eva Muegge, age 91
* Lydia Friesen, age 88
* George Robinson, age 96
(former board member)
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Donations may be sent to any of
the regional offices, made payable to
“UB David & I’ll B Jonathan Inc.”
“HeartBeat” is the periodic newsletter of
U.B. David & I’ll B. Jonathan, Inc.
Printed in Canada.

John & Marion Tibberts (USA online lessons)
Email: USA@ubdavid.org
Online donations in Canada can also be
made via the “Donate” link on our home
page (under “More Info - Get Involved”).

